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cerned^ for example, in art and learning, I should think it would be
more German not to ask whether something was German or foreign,
but merely whether it was genuine, great and excellent, and not to
worry whether liberal recognition of foreign achievements would
not dim the glory of the home-bred. Universalism, Cosmopolitan-
ism is the true German characteristic.
Novalis said :^ " Germans exist everywhere, Germanity as
Romanism, Grecism, Britainism is not restricted to a specific
State. They are general human types. Germanity is true
popularity and, therefore, an ideal." " Germanity is Cosmo-
politanism combined with vigorous individuality.9' Numerous
romanticists and other idealistic thinkers pointed out that the
Germans were destined to develop the universality or totality of
human nature, to adopt and develop the highest cultural values
of all peoples and to dominate not through the sword but through
the spirit. The hope was frequently expressed that the Germans
would lead all peoples to the highest humanity and that German
would become the cultural world language.
Friedrich Schlegel has in many of his writings put forward
his ideas on national individuality of which I have given a
summary elsewhere. His views are based on wide historical
studies and show great psychological and sociological under-
standing. He did not see a high value in an historical national
character as such. Germanity was not merely a product of the
past but an ideal lying in the future. " It is said that the Germans
are the first people in the world as regards the sense for art and
science. True, but there are very few Germans." " It is not
Hermann and Wotan who are the national Gods of the Germans,
but art and science." Friedrich Schlegel first put art much
higher than politics. But later he sharply disapproved of the
aesthetic dream-world and of the " unmanly pantheistic fraud ",
which had dominated the finest German spirits almost without
exception for the last fifty years, and which he traced to the
suppression of political life. Once he said that the slumbering
German lion would perhaps wake up one day and future history
be full of German exploits.
Friedrich Schlegel was the most brilliant thinker among the
romanticists and began as an outspoken republican. Later he
became Catholic and conservative like many others of the same
school, and entered the Austrian diplomatic service. His brother
August Wilhelmi translated Shakespeare and other foreign poets
into German, and was for a long time associated with Madame
de Stael, on whose famous book on Germany he seems to have had
some influence. He eventually became a professor in Prussia.